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COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
This course aims at giving a critical comprehension of the problems and contradictions related to 
Germany’s presumed role as “leader of the EU” since national unification in 1990. The particular 
historical, political and economic implications – internal and external – of this role will be analysed on 
the basis of the most relevant and recent scholarly literature. 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Does Germany still walk on its infamous “Sonderweg”? Is there still an open “German Question”? Or 
has Germany become a “normal” country after re-unification, one to be measured by the same criteria 
as all other member states of the European Union, a country which can require the same rights and 
has to bear the same responsibilities as others?  
Germany today is expected to assume a role as leader country of the EU. It’s economic power makes 
it a point of reference for all other EU member states, both positively as a model for economic success 
and democratic stability to be taken as a source of inspiration, as well as negatively as a political demon 
with a presumed hegemonic mission to shape Europe according to its own standards. The German 
imposition of austerity as the economic master-strategy for EU crisis-countries to save the Euro-zone 
repeatedly resurfaces images of historical and long-lasting German ambitions of creating a “German 
dominated Europe” by means of “gunboat-diplomacy” and military dominance, not to talk of 
recurrent reminiscences to genocide. Rather than creating a “normal” country, it seems that Re-
Unification has re-established the hegemonic power in the centre of Europe that has troubled 
continental balances between the late 19th and mid 20th Century. The question of German national 
identity still seems to be a matter of conflicting interpretations. 
A populist usage of the vast negative imagery of the German past for current political struggle in many 
EU countries like Greece, Italy or Spain risks to polemicize, irrationalize and thus compromise the 
political debate about the right measures to overcome the economic crisis and strengthen European 



 

Integration.  
The course will inquire into different aspects of contemporary Germany: the particular German 
commitment to the idea of European Integration; the federalist institutional setup as a model for 
European federalism; historical implications of German self-perception and its often fundamentally 
differing external perception today; the question of national identity and the role of economic strength 
in it; changes in German foreign policy since the 1990’s; the interactions between German economic 
and political power in Europe; German political strategies since the Lisbon Treaty and the Economic 
Crisis, and reactions on them. 
Students will present their topic as a 20-min introduction to each unit. They will expose conflicting 
interpretations in scholarly literature and public debate and resulting questions to the audience to 
launch a discussion in class. Each unit one student will fix the discussion and its results in a protocol. 
The last lecture is dedicated to a final self-assessment of the course. 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Students choosing to attend the course need to have a basic knowledge of European Integration 
History and European Political and Economic Relations. No knowledge of German language is 
required. Experience and preparation in academic methodology, selective reading and self-organization 
is helpful. Attendance of all lectures is necessary.  
 

COURSE ASSESSMENT 
 
Students are asked to prepare a 20-min oral presentation (Referat) on an assigned specific topic. The 
same topic has to be elaborated, after discussion of the Referat in class, in an academic essay of 4.000 
words, to be submitted by the term deadline (30 June).  
Participation in class discussions is an essential part of the final assessment. 
- Referat: 25% 
- Academic Essay: 50% 
- Participation in Class: 25% 
 

TERM ESSAY FOR M.E.G.A. STUDENTS 
 
The 10.000 words term essay is an advanced research project and should be written in form of a 
review article for a scientific review. Interested students are invited to discuss the project with the 
instructor at the beginning of the semester. Deadline is the general term deadline (30 June). 
 
COURSE STRUCTURE 
 
The following structure and single topics may vary depending on the number of participants and their 
more specific interests. 
 
Lecture 1 (2h) 

General introduction; assignment of presentation topics 
Lecture 2 (2h)  

Unit 1: Westpolitik – West-Germany’s decision against unification 
Unit 2: Ostpolitik – West-Germany’s policy of change by rapprochement  

Lecture 3 (2h) 
Unit 3: Fall of the Wall - The German internal decision-making process for unification 
Unit 4: Fall of the Wall - European acceptance of German unification 

Lecture 4 (2h) 
Unit 5: German National Identity Pre-1990 - Economic Patriotism ? 
Unit 6: German National Identity Post-1990 - Normalization ? 



 

Lecture 5 (2h) 
Unit 7: “Ostalgie” - the DDR Legacy in Re-United Germany 
Unit 8: Foreign Policy Debut - Germany and the Yugoslav Wars 

Lecture 6 (2h) 
Unit 9: United Germany and Military Intervention - German Hesitation 
Unit 10: United Germany and Military Intervention - International Request 

Lecture 7 (2h) 
Unit 11: From D-Mark to Euro - A German sacrifice for Europe ? 
Unit 12: From D-Mark to Euro - A German victory in Europe ? 

Lecture 8 (2h) 
Unit 13: Germany and the Lisbon Treaty - Institutional Re-Nationalization 
Unit 14: Austerity for Europe - German Political Conduct in the Economic Crisis 

Lecture 9 (2h) 
Unit 15: Germany 2014 - An Immigration Country? 
Unit 16: Germany 2014 - Problems of Political Leadership 

Lecture 10 (2h) 
Final self-assessment and conclusions 
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